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was given in honour of their arrival, but,
according to the only writer who to my knowl-
edge has described it, it was a dismal affair.
The Mysoreans were unfavourably impressed
by the scarcity of funds and the scarcity of
food. They paid scant heed to the French
authorities. Quarrels took place between the
French and their new allies, who ( Eanga Pillai
notes) treated the French officers and people
of the Government more like dogs than men ;
and they speedily withdrew, resolute not to
entangle themselves in a failing cause. A
Maratha envoy likewise appeared upon the
scene, but, beyond the flattery which he
administered to the diarist, brought nothing
useful or pleasant to the besieged.

While Lally was thus unable to find allies
to support his cause, he was similarly ham-
pered by a lack of money. As has been seen
in the previous volume, the pressure had been
severe ; but now it was severer still. Many
pages of the Diary for 1760 are occupied witli
the lists that were drawn up, the assessments
that could not be realized, the merchants and
others who were kept in prison in order to
oblige them to contribute. Even the diarist's
nephew, Appavu, was thus detained, though
in his case it seems to have been rather to
preserve an appearance of impartiality than
to compel him to produce what he had net got,